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December 2025
Ahoy stern steer sailors!

After a season where | managed to compete in three regattas, I’'m hoping we’re treated to
another year of great ice. Two of those three regattas, however, came with some tough—
and humbling—equipment failures.

During the second race of the first regatta, my forestay broke, bringing the mast down and
taking the gooseneck (and a few battens) with it. Fortunately, Max Runge—who sails the
sistership to the LaCinda Mae—dug into his spare parts box and came up with a forestay
and gooseneck that would work on my boat. | was honestly surprised they fit, and thanks
to Max’s generosity and help getting my boat back together | was able to get back out there
on Sunday and finish the regatta. With some of the best wind and ice conditions | can
remember, | was especially grateful to be back sailing with friends.

At the Northwest Regatta, déja vu struck when a shackle pin worked loose and the mast
came down again—this time cracking clean through. | left early to get home and start
repairs since WSSA looked likely for the following weekend. After a frantic epoxy session,
some fiberglass wrapping, and a lot of crossed fingers, the mast was back together just in
time for the 2025 WSSA.

The support | received from fellow WSSA members was truly heartwarming. From helping
me off the ice, to sharing repair advice, to offering parts, the camaraderie kept me sailing
when | could have easily packed up and gone home discouraged. Our class has an
incredible spirit of fellowship and during this past season | was fortunate both to receive
help and to lend a hand. We hear stories like these again and again, and they’re a big part
of why | remain such a strong advocate for the stern steerer class.
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If you have any class business you’d like to address, please reach out to me, Mike Kroll, or
Andy Gratton. Please scout for ice conditions and send your observations to Andy. | hope
to see all of you at the WSSA Regatta—and out on the ice soon!

Sincerely,
Joe Terry
Commodore, WSSA

WSSA Regatta
The annual Wisconsin Stern Steering Regatta for 2024 was held at Lake Noquebay, WI, on glass smooth
ice in many areas of the course. Seven boats were in attendance.

2024 WSSA Regatta

January 3-4, 2025

Overall Sailnumber Racel Race? Race3 Raced PRaced total points position notes

Andy Gratton D17 3 1 1 3 3 11 2

Mike Peters C25 2 2 2 1 1 8 1

Max Runge Vi1 4 3 3 DNF 8 5 23 4

George Gerhardt D13 5 4 4 DNF 8 4 25 5

Joe Terry V36 1 DNF &8 DNS S8 2 2 21 3

Eric Jones/Andy Hopkins B5 DNS 8 DN3& DNF& DNS& DNSSB 40 6

Mark Wiener/Dan Tess 55 DNF & DN3&8 DNS & DNS& DNSSB 40 7

BFleet

Eric Jones/Andy Hopkins B5 DNS &8 DNS 8 DNF & DNS8 DNS & 40 made1fulllap steering mechanism troubles

Mark Wiener/Dan Tess 55 DNF 8 DNS 8 DNS & DNS8 DNS & 40 madel/2lap spun at top mark, Mark thrown from boat,
cut mainsheet with runner

C Fleet

Mike Peters €25 1 1 1 1 1 5 1

D Fleet

Andy Gratton D17 2 1 1 2 2 8 1

Max Runge Vil 3 2 2 DNF 5 4 16 3 Lightwind for Race 4

George Gerhardt D13 4 3 3 DNF 5 3 18 4 Lightwind for Race 4

Joe Terry V36 1 DNF5 DNSS5 1 1 13 2 Forestay broke during Race 2
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The annual Wisconsin Stern Steering Regatta for 2025 was held on Lake Winnebago about two miles

north of Fond du Lac, Wi, on Feb 1 and 2, 2025. Ten boats were in attendance.

2025 WSSA Regatta

February 1-2, 2025

Overall

Jay, Jason, and Clay Yaeso
Erik Sawyer and Don MNelson
Joe Terry

Dave and San Whealon
John Davis

Andy Gratton

Jay and Carter Davis

Max Runge

Drew Zeratsky

Mike Peters and Terry Reynolds

AFleet
Erik Sawyer and Don MNelson
Dave and Sam Whealon

C Fleet

Jay, Jason, and Clay Yaeso

Jay and Carter Davis

Mike Peters and Terry Reynolds

D Fleet

Joe Terry
John Davis
Andy Gratton
Max Runge
Drew Zeratsky

Sail number

Race 2

Race 3

C 47
A10
V36
A8
D74
D17
c22
W11
D 235
C25

A10
A8

C 47
c22
C25

W 38
D74
D17
V11
D 235
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DNF 11

DNF 4
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DNS 11
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DNS

total points position
4 1
5 2
g 3
13 4
14 5
18 G
21 7
21 7
29 8
33 9
3 1
5] 2
3 1
6 2
12 3
3 1
7 2
g 3
11 4
16 5

Don Ward Flying Start Race

notes

broke plank in a hole

broke plank in a hole

Don Ward donated a very large cup-style trophy about 2000. He gave it to Marv Luck who stashed it in
a spare bedroom and forgot about it until 20-some years later. Marv gave the trophy to WSSA
Secretary with the deed per Don Ward: The trophy shall be sailed for by D class Stern Steerers, on a
race course off of Oshkosh, using a flying start. Marv got him to include Fond du Lac in the racing area.
This trophy was raced for, for the first time in history, after the 2025 WSSA Regatta. LaCinda Mae,
Little Wind, Rosemary IV, and Adam S were the competitors. A flying start was made by having all the
boats circle in the same direction until a start was signaled. (It didn’t work very well). The winner of

the Don Ward Cup was LaCinda Mae, skippered by Joe Terry.
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NIYA Regatta
The 2025 Northwest Ice Yacht Association Regatta was held January 24-26 at Lake Winnebago, WI,
about 5 miles north of Fond du Lac with nine stern steerers registered. Results:

A STERN STEERER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 3, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank Fleet Sail No. | First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 | Total
1st |ASTERN STEERER| A 10 | Erik | Sawyer 1 1 1 1 4
2nd | ASTERN STEERER| A8 |Dave | Whealon 2 2 2 2 8

3rd |ASTERN STEERER| A6 |Todd| Knop |4DNC|4DNC|4DNC|4DNC| 16

B SKEETER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 7, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank Fleet Sail No. | First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 |Total
1st |BSKEETER| 1248 |Jason| Thompson 1 1 2 1 5
2nd |BSKEETER| 134 Jim Smith 2 2 1 2 7
3rd |BSKEETER| 1115 | Tim Heine 4 3 3 |8DNC| 18
4th |BSKEETER| 1234 | Jim |McDonagh| 3 4 4 |8DNC| 19
5th |BSKEETER| 1228 | Billy | Barrett 5 5 6 3 19

6th |BSKEETER| 1422 | Rich | Popovich 6 6 5 4 21
7th |BSKEETER| 1114 | Rick Pappas |8 DNC|8 DNC|8 DNC|8DNC| 32

C SKEETER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 1, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank Fleet Sail No. First| Last |R1 R2|R3 R4 | Total

1st |CSKEETER| 1291 | Pat |Heppert| 1 |1 |1 |1 4

B STERN STEERER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 1, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank Fleet Sail No. | First Last |R1 /R2 R3 R4 Total

1st |BSTERN STEERER| B5 |Andy|Hopkins| 1 |1 |1 |1 4

E SKEETER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 4, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank| Fleet | Sail No.  First Last R1|R2 | R3 | R4 Total
1st |ESKEETER| M 197 | Ken | Whitehorse| 1 | 1 |1 | 3 6
2nd |ESKEETER| U311 | Jay Yaeso 21222 8
3rd |ESKEETER| U194 |John| Dennis 3/3/3|1/ 10
4th |ESKEETER| M 165 | Paul | Krueger |4 |4 |4 |4 | 16
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DN Fleet
Sailed: 5, Discards: 0, To count: 5, Entries: 14, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank | Fleet | Sail No. | First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 |Total
1st | DN | US321 | Mike Bloom 1 1 1 4 3 10
2nd | DN |US5646| Matt Meyer 2 2 2 2 2 10
3rd | DN |US 3433 | Robert | Cummins 5 5 4 6 8 28
4th | DN |US 1011 Samuel Bartel 3 3 3 15 DNC 5 29
5th | DN |US 1873 | Martha | Croasdale 6 6 6 7 9 34
6th | DN |US2360| Pete Johns 4 4 5 15DNC|15DNC| 43
7th | DN |US4926| Steve | Orlebeke |15 DNC|15DNC|15DNC 1 1 47
8th | DN | US492 | Peter | Orlebeke |15 DNC|15DNC/|15DNC 5 4 54

9th | DN |US5358| David Frost 15 DNC| 15 DNC|15 DNC 3 15DNC| 63
10th | DN | US 2453 | Maggie | McGary |15 DNC|15DNC|15DNC |15 DNC 6 66
11th | DN |US 2452| John McGary |15 DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC 7 67
12th | DN | US926 Ella Bowers |15 DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 15 DNC 10 70
13th | DN |US 5471 | Timothy| Cleary |15DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 75
13th | DN |US 5486 | Dave Elsmo |15DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 75

RENEGADE Fleet
Sailed: 5, Discards: 0, To count: 5, Entries: 14, Scoring system: Appendix A

Rank Fleet Sail No. First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 |Total
1st |RENEGADE| 188 Mike Derusha 1 1 1 1 1 5
2nd |RENEGADE| 544 Scott Shackelford 3 3 2 3 5 16
3rd |RENEGADE| 310 Greg McCormick 4 2 3 10 3 22
4th | RENEGADE | 244/213| Damien Luyet 5 4 9 4 6 28
5th | RENEGADE 00 Richard Eckstein 9 5 4 7 7 32
6th |RENEGADE| 406 Peter Sarelis 6 7 6 6 10 35
7th |RENEGADE| 342 Mark Reilly 7 9 7 5 8 36
8th |RENEGADE| 210 Jim La Fortune 10 6 5 8 9 38
9th |RENEGADE| 547 Don Anderson 2 12 15DNC| 11 4 44
10th | RENEGADE 161 Ron Rosten 15 DNC | 15 DNC |15 DNC 2 2 49
11th | RENEGADE | 583/323 | Kevin/Mike | Gratton/Duley | 11 10 8 9 11 49
12th |RENEGADE | 520 Daniel Bierman 8 8 15DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 61
13th | RENEGADE | 326 Rob Ritchie 12 11 |15DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 68
14th | RENEGADE 516 Dave Whealon 15DNC 15 DNC|15DNC|15DNC|15DNC| 75
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Rank

1st

Rank
Ist
2nd
3rd
4th

Rank
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Rank
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
8th

C STERN STEERER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 1, Scoring system: Appendix A

Fleet Sail No. | First | Last |[R1 R2 R3 R4 Total

CSTERN STEERER| C25 |Mike|Peters| 1 |1 |1 |1 4

D STERN STEERER Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 4, Scoring system: Appendix A

Fleet Sail No. | First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 |Total
D STERN STEERER| D 17 Andy | Gratton 1 2 1 1 5
D STERN STEERER| D 13 |George|Gerhardt| 3 3 2 2 10
D STERN STEERER| V 36 Joe Terry 2 1 3 5DNC| 11
D STERN STEERER| D 14 Dave Lallier |5DNC|5DNC|5DNC|5DNC| 20

FREE FOR ALL Fleet
Sailed: 1, Discards: 0, To count: 1, Entries: 4, Scoring system: Appendix A

Fleet Sail No. | First Last R1 | Total
FREE FORALL| U194 | John Dennis 1)1
FREE FORALL| U311 | Jay Yaeso 2 2
FREE FORALL| M 197 | Ken |Whitehorse| 3 | 3
FREE FORALL| M 165 |Steve| Orlebeke | 4 | 4

Overall Fleet
Sailed: 4, Discards: 0, To count: 4, Entries: 9, Scoring system: Appendix A
Fleet |Sail No.| First Last R1 R2 R3 R4 |Total
Overall| A10 Erik Sawyer 4 1 1 1 7
Overall| D17 Andy | Gratton 2 4 2 3 11
Overall | C25 Mike | Peters 1 3 6 2 12
Overall| A8 Dave |Whealon 6 5 3 4 18
Overall| V36 Joe Terry 3 2 5 10DNC| 20
Overall| D13 |George| Gerhardt 7 7 4 5 23
Overall B5 Andy | Hopkins 5 6 7 10DNC| 28

Overall| D14 Dave Lallier |10 DNC |10 DNC|10DNC|10DNC| 40
Overall| A®6 Todd Knop |10DNC|10DNC|10DNC|10DNC| 40
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W.S.S.A. REGATTA NOTICE

Wisconsin Stern Steering Association’s Annual Championship is scheduled for January 3 and

4, 2026 as a two-day regatta. Regatta information will be available by Sunday evening, December 28,
2025. See www.iceboat.org for ice conditions and tentative regatta sites. Final confirmation will be on
Thursday, January 1, 2026, with information being available after 1 PM. If conditions do not exist the
regatta will be tentatively rescheduled for the following weekend so stay in touch.

To those sailors not interested in racing, remember that wherever a regatta is held the ice will be good
to sail on. Bring your boat, even if it is just to cruise and have a good time with iceboating friends.
Don’t miss out! WSSA even has a trophy for the winner of the “Cotton Sail” division, so please bring
the old boats to the event!

N.LLY.A. REGATTA NOTICE
The Northwest Ice Yachting Association 2026 Annual Championship has been scheduled for January 16
to 18, 2026. Watch iceboat.org for further information.

Hearst/Stuart Cups Challenge
The Hearst and Stuart Cups Challenge was not sailed in 2025.

The William Randolph Hearst Cup and the F.A. Stuart Cup Series is strictly for Class A and larger stern
steerers. Itis independent from any other regatta. Further information about this event may be
obtained from any of the three trustees listed here:

Rick Hennig, 262-884-0133/ riteengl@gmail.com

Dave Lallier, 920-921-8345/ dnfdll@gmail.com

Erik Sawyer, 231-893-3921/ ecsawyer@charter.net

WSSA Annual Meeting Minutes

The annual meeting was held Jan 3 at the 2024 regatta. 11 members were present. There was
no old business to discuss.

It was noted that Chip Sawyer donated $100 in remembrance of all those stern steerer sailors
who passed away in the last 25 years or so, such as:
Jeff Lallier, Jeff Davis, Marv Luck, Roger Derusha, Buddy Melges, Bob Eckstein, John Isom, Nubs
Salzsieder, Don Ward, RO Peters.

There was a discussion about changing the pennant awards to some other item, but it was
decided to retain the pennants.

A motion was made and passed to change the bylaws to allow scheduling the annual regatta
from the second weekend in January to the first weekend of January to allow more options if
conditions allow.
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The elected officers are:
Joe Terry — Commodore
Mike Kroll — Vice Commodore
Andy Gratton — Secretary/Treasurer

No annual meeting was held at the 2025 regatta due to key people arriving quite late for the
dinner. The Michigander sailed north after the racing was completed. Quite some time later,
the Adam S. sailed north. When the Adam S came across the Michigander bridging a 25’ gap in
the ice, the skipper was paying attention to the Michigander and looking for her crew (who had
already made their way to shore), not seeing that the crack turned right into his path. The
Adam S sailed entirely into the water except the crack was only about 15’ wide at that point.
The skipper, Max Runge, got himself out quickly and called for assistance. Two more iceboats
and a couple UTVs showed up, got Max warmed up, and then the crews began pulling the
iceboats out of the water. The retrieval process went late into the evening before everyone got
back to shore safely. All crew of the Michigander and Adam S were OK though with some
bruises. Many thanks to Dave Whealon and Jay Yeaso for their help retrieving the Michigander.

News
A new stern steerer has made its debut on the western dry lakes. Lance Hossack of Montana
swapped ends on an unfinished skeeter and built the boat shown below. It may not be legal to
race with the other dirt boats but he plans to have fun with it anyway.
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The Mary B Foundation is willing to take donations to the restoration and upkeep of the Mary B
iceboat. See IceboatFoundation.org. There is a 45 minute documentary available of the boat
called Mary B: Madison’s Legendary Iceboat.

If anyone has a good story or interesting historical information to share in this newsletter,
please send it to the secretary. See footer for the email address.

For Sale
e Evinrude?? B boat with banana mast on a trailer for sale from GLIYC, $2000.

e Free stern steerer from Joe Norton at Green Lake, get size of parts.

e Cclass stern steerer, C-3, tandem cockpit, about 28’ x 32’ tall. 2 sets of sails-1 set new,
3 sets of runners, trailer with plenty of storage in box, gin pole, new cushions, and all
new covers. Location: Racine, Wl $5400
Call John Stanley, 414-418-1635 or windspread@hotmail.com

e There are a few very nice stern steerers for sale on the 4LIYC website, www.iceboat.org

e Two sets of 440C stainless insert runners for a stern steerer. One set is 90 degrees. The
other is 105(?) degrees. Both sets are 6 feet long. The bodies are mahogany with
carbon fiber reinforcements buried in the bodies, so they look like traditional cast iron
runners. $5,000 spent on the stainless, hardening, machining, & carbon fiber, not
including labor....in 2005 dollars. It would cost much more to do today. They have not
been assembled and never used. 2” wide, could be changed. Brand new. Dan Clapp
732-673-7702 or danielclapp@aol.com Photo below.
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e C(Class A, Leaping Lena, 36’10” backbone, 34’6” mast, 18’3” boom, 22’ plank, 2 sets of
plate runners, 1 set of slush runners partially rebuilt, cotton sails plus original gaff rigged

sails. Older trailer, $4000. Contact Dan Bierman at 920-299-0773, Green Lake. Photo
below.
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WSSA long sleeve t-shirts, $25.00 each plus shipping. Choice of three colors — charcoal, medium blue, and forest
green. Sizes in stock are medium, large, XL, and 2XL. A colored WSSA logo is on the left side of chest, a stern
steerer in a tall hike (thanks to Jeff Seeboth for the pose) is on the back. Send t-shirt orders to WSSA
Secretary/Treasurer.

S

front of shirt three colors back of shirt
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RIGHT OF WAY and SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
The Purpose of the Rules is to PREVENT COLLISIONS.

Rule A - FAIR SAILING - Always use common sense,
good sportsmanship & SAFETY.

PORT TACK STARBOARD TACK \ Yacht

Rule B - RIGHT-of-WAY - Yachts must KEEP CLEAR as follows:
1 NwoTion / OFFTHEWIND |7 ONTHEWIND |7} OFF THE WIND

PORT TACK PORT TACK
KK“"
Clear
AN Keep K
Keep clear Claar N\ \
of Keep > /
~STOPPED Clear
YACHT :
A7 ONTHEWIND |/|) OFF THEWIND |’ 7 RIGHT - OF-WAY |/ | FASTER YACHT
. VAT wRERT |VVY TSAMETACK

SAME TACK -7 "SAME TACK
WINDWARD YACHT LEEWARD YACHT OVERTAKING

Do not alter N\
course soasto
Keep Clear mislead or pravent N
/ 7/ a non right-of-way
g yacht from keeping
- clear. v
Koep Clear Keep Clear

"y TACK or JIBE / _OBSTRUCTION |7 ROUNDING MARK L) AFTER FINISHING

'—/———’— OQUTSIDE YACHT THE RACE -
" ’ Keep
go NOT < % { Clear
COLLSIONIS |2 “  “\Clear \ KEEP CLEAR
PROBABLE \ \ K K of the
S ¥ 1 COURSE
Signal '3 | Clear \ \
e =S - REMEMBER -
g ¥ Py, S PREVENT COLLISIONS
= = Use Your Parking Break!
Wear a Crash Helmet!

Use Common Sense!

Mo GG O o N [T A
Wew England ioe Tachs Axsociation
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WSSA Membership Form

WSSA membership dues are $20.00

Make check out to WSSA, send check and this form to:
WSSA

C/0 Andy Gratton

2102 Doty Street

Oshkosh, WI 54902

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Boat name and class

Boat overall dimensions
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